
PARTS OF A FLOWERING PLANT

Words to Know

Angiosperm: Plant that produces flowers and seeds.

Anther: Top part of the stamen that produces pollen.

Filament: Stalk of the stamen that bears th.e anther.
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Corolla: Layers of petals in a flower.

Ovary: Base part of the pistil that bears ovules and develops into a fruit.

Ovule: Structure within the ovary that develops into a seed after fertilization.

Pe.ta]: Whorl of a flower just inside the sepals that is often colored.

Pistil: Female reproductive organ of flowers that is composed of the stigma, style,
and ovary.

Pollen: Powdery grains that contain the male reproductive cells of angiosperms.

Pollination: Transfer of pollen from the male 1.epi.oductive organs to the female
reproductive organs of a plant.

Sepal: External whorl of a flower that is typicall.y leaflike and green.

Stamen: Male reproductive organ of flowers that is composed of the anther and
filament.

Stigma: Top pall of the pistil upon which pollen lands and germinates.

Style: Stalk of the pistil that connects the stigma to the oval.y.
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There are considerable differences among tile many species of flowei-s. Fiowei''s
can develop on different places on a plant. Terminal flowers,like a tulip., are single



flowers that bloom at the apex or end of an upright stalk. Other flowers arise in an
inflorescence, a branched cluster of individual flowel.s. Begonias are an example of
this type. Those flowers that grow at the base of a leaf where it attaches to the stem
of the plant are called axillary flowers. Snapdragons are an example of axillary
flowers.

There are four concentric whoi.ls (rings) of organs in a complete flower. From the
center to the outside, they are the pistil, stamens, petals, and sepals.
Fundamentally, these four palls are modified leaves.

The pistil, a long stalk arising in the center, is the female reproductive organ of a
flower. It is composed of the stigma, style, and ovary. The stigma is the sticky
knob at the outer end of the stalk. The style is the portion of the stalk connecting
the stigina to the ovary. The ovary is the round base that contains one or more
undeveloped seeds called ovules. In each ovule is an egg waiting to be fertilized by
a Sperm.

Stamens, the male reproductive organs, also arise from the center of the flower and
encii-cle the pistil. The stamens.are composed of a stalk, called a filament, topped
by an anther. The anther produces many microscopic. pollen grains. The male sex
cell, a sperm, develops within each pollen grain.

Petals. the often-brightly colored portion surrounding the pistil and stamens, are a
flower's showpiece. They atti.act the attention of passing insects, birds, and people.
The layers of petals in a flower comprise the corolla.

Sepals lie below the petals and are usually green and leaflike in appearance. Sepals
form a temporary, protective cover over an unopened flower. When the petals of a
flower are ready to unfurl, the sepals fold back.


